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WHAT IS THE FOREST STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL?

Forests support up to 1.6 billion of the poorest people
in the world. Sixty million indigenous people and
countless species of plants and animals are wholly
dependent on forests for their lives.

Demand for forest products, such as timber and paper,
continues to grow, putting increasing pressure on the
world‘s forests.

Wood is a renewable resource; when forests are well-
managed, with consideration for the environment, the
wildlife and the people who live and work in them,
harvesting timber can actually be an effective way of
safeguarding the forests for future generations.

Choosing products sourced from these well-managed
forests and from recycled post-consumer waste allows
businesses and consumers to support the world's forests.

How can you be sure that you are not
supporting deforestation?

Look out for the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) logo on
paper, timber and other forest products.

FSC enables you to buy forest products of all kinds with
confidence that you are not contributing to global forest
destruction.

What is the Forest Stewardship Council?

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international, non-
governmental organisation dedicated to promoting responsible
management of the world's forests. It was founded in 1993 in
response to public concern about deforestation and demand for a
trustworthy wood-labelling scheme. FSC has developed a system
of forest certification and product labelling that allows consumers
to identify wood and wood-based products from well-managed
forests.

How can you be sure that the product really
does come from an FSC certified forest?

In addition to forest certification, the FSC system includes a
certified chain of custody that tracks the timber through every
stage in the supply chain from the forest to the final user. This is
monitored through the invoicing process and the final label on the
product has a code that confirms that the item is genuinely FSC.
Codes can be verified by contacting FSC UK.

What does the FSC logo mean?
® The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) logo on

a wood or wood based product is your
assurance that it is made with, or contains,

wood that comes from FSC certified forests or

FSC from post-consumer waste.

For further information visit : www.fsc-uk.org
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What do the different labels mean ?

FSC 100% - All the timber or fibre in the product comes
from an FSC-certified forest

From well-
managed forests

FSC® C000000

FSC Recycled - All the timber or fibre in the product is
reclaimed material
ESC

www/sc.org
RECYCLED

Made from
recycled material

FSC® C000000

FSC Mix - The timber or fibre in the product is a mixture
of some/all of the following:

FfSCJ * Timber or fibre from an FSC-certified forest

MIX

From responsible
sources

Ny © Timber or fibre from other controlled sources

» Post-consumer reclaimed timber or fibre

Which products carry the label?

The FSC label is currently found on over 10,000 product lines in the
UK alone. You can find it on garden furniture, decking, sheds,
conservatories, tools, bird boxes and bird tables, kitchen, bathroom
and general housewares, brushes, wall paper, flooring, doors,
shelves, furniture, toilet tissue, paper, books, pencils - in fact most
things made from wood. It can also be found on other forest products
such as venison, essential oils and latex for footballs and balloons.

Where can you buy FSC labelled products?

Almost all the major DIY stores such as B&Q, Homebase and Focus
DIY stock FSC items. You can also find them in High Street stores
such as Marks & Spencer, Sainsbury'‘s, John Lewis, The Body Shop,
Tesco and Co-op.

Why is the FSC trademark different from other
forest certification schemes?

There are a number of other forest certification around but they do not
have the same strict environmental, social and economic standards
or such a rigorous chain of custody; tracking timber from the forest

to the final user. Therefore the FSC is the only one endorsed by the
major environmental charities.

What should you do if you cannot find

products with the FSC label?

Although more and more products are becoming available all the time
there are still gaps in the market. If you cannot find a product you
should ask for it; the greater the demand, the bigger the supply. FSC
UK can also help with tracing items and there is a product search
facility on the web site (www.fsc-uk.org).

10 Facts about FSC

1. You can buy wood products with a clear conscience when you
see the FSC logo. FSC forests are managed with consideration

for people, wildlife and the environment.

2. The FSC label guarantees that the trees that are harvested are

replaced or allowed to regenerate naturally.

3. Parts of the forest are protected entirely, in order to protect rare

animals and plants.

4. FSC protects the rights of indigenous people to use the
forest. If they have sacred sites in the forest these are exempt

from felling.

5. The forest owner must use local workers to run the forest, and
provide training, safety equipment and a decent salary. The forest
owner is often obliged to support the community in other ways,

such as through the development of schools.

6. FSC is a market-based initiative which also ensures better
conditions for the forest and the people whose livelihoods depend

on it.

7. FSC gives an assurance that future generations will be able to

enjoy the benefits of the forest.

8. All the wood is tracked from the forest to the store. Every link
between the forest and the consumer is certified to make it clearly

identifiable which wood is FSC certified and which is not.

9. FSC is the only wood certification scheme endorsed by the
major environmental charities, including WWF, Greenpeace and
The Woodland Trust.

10. The FSC label is not only available on wood for furniture.
It can also be found on floors, decking, paper, printed matter,

charcoal, kitchen utensils, latex, even venison!

FSC UK would like to thank WPG Ltd and Premier Paper Group for
their kind sponsorship of this factsheet
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